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PF herein that Queſtion is largely diſcuſſed, 
| Whether an infallibleKnowlege of the BRETHR EN 
be altainable by ordinary Believers in this Life: ? 


Publiſhed at the he. of forme of the Hearers. 


By John Cotton M. A. 


Paſtor of the Church in Hallifax. | ; 
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Chron. vi. 30. Thou ON LV knowe/? the Hearts of the 
Children of Men. s 
Cor. iv. 3, 4. With me it is a very ſmall Thing, that 1 2 
ſhould be Judged of you, or of Man's'Fudgment ; He my B 
Judgeth me is the LORD. Cs 
Cor. xiii. 9. Me are weak, and ye are ftrong : 4 
this alſo we wiſh, even your Por fattion. — 
— —— — - — — 
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MATTHEW XII. 2-30. 


ſnother Parable put he forth unto them, ſaying, The King- 
dom of Heaven is likened unto a Man which ſowed good 
Seed in his Field? But while Men ſlept, his Entmy 
came and ſowed Tarts among the Wheat, and went bis 
Way : But when the Blade was ſprung up, and bro't 
forth Fruit, then appear'd the Tares alſe. So the 
—_— of the Houſbolder came and ſaid unto him, Sir, 
i not thau ſow good Seed in thy Field ? from whence 
155 hath it Tares ? He ſaid unto them, an Enemy hath 
done this : The Servants Fi unto him, wilt thou then 
that wego and gather themup ? But he ſaid, Nay ; le 
while ye gather up the Tares, ye root up alſo the Wheat 
with them. Let both grow together until the Harveſt ; 
A1 in the Time of the Harveſt, I will ſay to theReapers, 
gather ye together firſ the Tares, and bind them in Bundles 
10 burn them ; but gather the M. beat into my Barn. 
ö + while I deliver to you the Counſels of GOD 
from theſe Words, . This Parable was deli- 
r'd by Chriſt to check a Humour, which he foreſaw 
oY be too afin in ſome of high onn S : 


EAR Brethren, I beg your patient Attention, 


| y = ge 128 F ah and bad ; to a wo Where the good 
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And it affords us many uſeful Obſervations, which F-ſhall 
mention in the Order they occur ; explabaing the Text 
as [ go along. 

ThefirkOBSER VATION is, That there es * 1 
and always will be, a Mixture of ghodSeed & bad, of Tares 
and Wheat in the viſible Church of Chriſt, till his fecend 
Coming. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a Man which 
ſewed good Seed in his Field ; But while Men ſlept, his 
Enemy came and ſowed Tares among the Wheat -- By the 
Field is meant the World, as our Saviour explains it. 
v. 38. In this FielaChriſt ſows good Seed, i. e. he gathers 
2 Church out of the World, which are called rhe Chil- 
dren of the Kingdom, v. 38. He ſeparates a Number te 
himſelf out of the corrupt Maſs of Mankind; effectu- 
ally calling them by his Word and Spirit, waſhing away 
their Sins in his moſt precious Blood, and renewing their 
Natures, and purifying their Hearts, and making them 
likeGOD inHolineſs.-- While he was doingſthis, an Ene- 
my, vix. Satan came and ſowed Tares among theWheat,1i.e. 
he ſtirred up his Children to join with GOD's People, U 
and to take on them the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and to put 


on the Garb of Saints : Hence they are ſaid to be among f | 
the Wheat ; they were join'd with them in outward! 


Relation; they became viſibleMembers,deceiving bath 
themſelves and others. -- The former conſtituted the in- 
viſible Church; but both together made up that Society, 
which is &yled the Church viſible: So that Tares and 
Wheat are ever found together within the Fale of the 
Church. --- 

In all Companies there will be evil forddand ; Sata 
among the Angels; Saul among the Prophets; Judas 
among the Apoſtles; Demas among the rose. te 
The Church in Scripture is compared to a Net, which 


Grain 


ns. a 
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Lſhall Grain is mixt with the Chaff; and to a Houſe, in which 
Text there are Veſſels of Gold and Silver, and others of Mood 
and Earth, and ſome to Honour, and ſome to Diſbonaur. * 
Oh! how. many are there, who are Friends of Chriſt 
n Profeſſion, & yet Enemies to him in AMfectian? The 
ſecond ileſt of Creatures do ſometimes creep into the pureſt 
Pf Churches: The w:/e and:/00l;/þ Virgins are blended 
which together; good and bad Seed are mixt for a while; the 
pr, hi: Ileirs of Salvation, and the Veſſels of Wrath may be 
y the f one Church, and eat at one Table all are not 1frael, 
hat are of Iſrael, Rom. 9. 6. IEEE) 


bil- Ne fully remedy'd, till the Judgment Day, when Sheep 
FQu- (Ever --- However in the mean Time, Miniſters and 


-hurches ſhould be very careful in this Matter; They 
ould learn to be more watchful in Admiſſions io th Church. 


3 1f Mien ſleep, the Devil will ſow Tares ; lf the Faith- 
: Eng»! be negligent, He will fill the Church with Swarms 
27 i. pf Hypocrites ; many of which might be kept out, if 
ople, "© Care be uſed. 


Is it not too evident even in our Days, that the Doors 
f the Church have been open'd too wide? Has there 
dot been a great Ræmiſineſs in the Examination & Tryal 


tward | 
"both f Candidates for Communion ? And have not many 
he in-Inſound Members crowded in by this Means? and 


as not the due Exerciſe of Diſcipline been greatly neg- 
cted, whereby they have continued to infeſt the 
hurch ? -- The Lord pardon our greatDelinquency in 
is ReſpeR, and ſtir us up to be more watchful. --- No 
Perils ſo great, as thoſe occafion'd by falſe Brethren : 
e think to fill the Church, but we do but fill the 
"Wouſe with Thieves; Wicked Men ever prove 2 


E 
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This is a Miſery greatly to be bewailed, but cannot 


and Goats,true and falſe Profeſſors will be ſeparated for 
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Trouble. --- a Body made up of this Mixture becomes 
like a Body overcharged with ill Humours, and truly 
"ick. -- By promiſcuous Admiſſions, we bring in ſucha 
Miſehief to the Church, as we cannot eaſily get rid of.- 
What need then of CircumſpeRian in this Matter? 
Vet after all, let the ſtricteſt Care be uſed, there will 
fome Hypocrites creepin ; and GOD permits it for 
the Church's Trial, and the Wicked's Hardning. 
The Second OBSER VATION is, that the good and 
bad Seed may be ſo alike as to outward Appearance, that 
there is no diſtinguiſhing them for @ great while. 
The Tares did not appear at firſt, but lay concealed, 
till the Blade ſprung up, and bro't forth Fruit. v. 26. 
*T'was not the Stall, but the Fruit that diſtinguiſh'd 
them. -- It is St. Jerom's Obſervation, that Wheat andi 
Tares in thoſe Eaſtern Countries, are ſo much alike in 
their firſt ſpringing up, that *tis exceeding difficult to 
diftinguiſh the one from the other: Tb Difference ſaith, , 
he, between them is either none at all,or wonderful difficult 
to diſcern. -- They ſo aſſociate and unite themſelves wi 
the Corn, as if they were the very ſame. And if this it 
be ſo difficult; how much more ſo is it to diſcern th 
Difference between /pecial and common Grace in ane 
ther. -- There is no Grace, but a Hypocrite may have nd 
ſomething like it; and there is no Duty done by a 
_ Chriftian, but an Hypocrite may outſtrip him in it.. 
So that a very judicious Eye may be led into a Miftake 
by the near outward Reſemblance, & take a Counter feil 
for a Reality, „ 
Does GOD by his Spirit prepare Souls for Chrift l 
working in them as a Spirit of Bondage, convincing ri. 
wounding and humbling them for Sin? And do nol 
many, that never receive Chriſt, partake of theſe Pr. D 
paratives? Are they not often deeply convinced oi tio 
burden'd with, and wounded forSin ? Were not Phar 


. 
1 
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omen Saul, and Judas, and Felix, under great Convictions 
truly f sin for a while ? And have not many others been un- 
ſuch aer great legal Terrors, yea greater than many of GOD's 
** People ever felt; and yet reſted upon their old Bottom 
„ 
> will Doth GOD work Faith in Souls truly convinced and 
umbled ? There is alſo a Faith in Hypocrites. The 
ony Ground Hearers for a while believe, and in Time of 
emptation fall away, Luk. 8. 13. Then Simon himſelf 
lieved alſo, Act. 8. 13. Hany of the Rulers believed 
him, but they durli not confeſs him, &c. Joh. 12. 42. 
is ſaid of the hypocritical Jes, Iſai. 18. 2. They 
ay'd themſelves upon the GOD of 1jrael. --- 
Doth true Faith work by Love, and fill the Hearts 


at andi Believers with vehement Longings and Breathings 
ike inter Chriſt ? -- And does not ſomething of this appear 
* * Hypocrites ? Some of thisStamp were ſo affected with 
e ſai 


hriſt's Diſcourſes, as that they cry'd out; Lord, ever= 
ore give us this Bread, Joh. 6. 34. And *tis ſaid Luk. 
40. ThePeople gladly received him ; they received him 
ith great Affection and Love. | | 7 
Doth the Spirit of God ſeal Believers, and fill them 
ith a bleſſed Aſſurance of their Intereſt in Heaven ?-- 
nd have not many Hypocrites a ſtrong Per ſiuaſion of 
isalſo ? Hoſ. 8. 2. Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, my GOD, 
e know thee ;, and yet Iſrael was in a great Miſtake,as + 
pears from the next Verſe and we read what a Stock 
Confidence ſome Self-Deceivers had, Rom. 2. 19, 20. 
ea, ſo high built may this falſe Aſſurance be, as that 
ey may carry it with them to the Judgment Seat of 
rift, Mat. 7. 22. Lord, Lerd, baue we not prophecy'd 
thy Name, &c. „ * N . 
Doth the Holy Spirit give Believers a bleſſed Preli- 
tion orForetaſte of the Bliſs above, and fill them with 7 
cred Joy? — What a — to this doth that / 


ey the Lord Feſus, 2 Pet. 2. 20. They may have the 


* Pſalm 78. 44 I, Kings, 21. 29. 
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bear, of which we read, Heb. 6. 4, 5. Thiy may taſte 
the Heavenly Gift, and be made Partakers of the He 
Ghoſt, and taſte the good Word of GOD, and tb Pow 
of the World to come; and yet become final Apoſtates 
And were not the ſtony Ground Hearers filled with 7alll: 
in hearing the Word, Mat. 13. 20. They who ſhall b, 
caft into utter Darkneſs, may for @ Seaſon rejoyce in il 
Light, Joh. 5. 35. 1 

Believers delight in approaching to GOD, 

may Hypocrites. Iſai. 58. 2. oo | 
Do Believers humble themſelves for Sin ? the 1/7 
elites were oft deep in their Humiliations; they /oug! 
GOD, and return'd and enquired early afterGOD. Ab. 
humbled himſelf. * | | 
Do Believers turn from Sin, and live a Life of Ho 
neſs. In this alſo the Hypocrite imitates the Believer 
yea, ſometimes toAppearance may go beyondhim.--Suc 
may eſcape the Pollutions of the World,thro* the Knowled, 


' 


clean Spirit caft out by an external Reformation; ye! 
the inward Man may be fwept and garniſb d, Mat. 1 
43, 44. Their internal Luſts may be quench'd for 
while; yea, the whole Maſs of Sin laid aſleep, & ſeen 
ingly mortify'd for the preſent. e A 

Do the Saints receive great Aſſiſtances from Chritl 
and do great Services for him? And was not this thi 
Caſe of Saul, 1 Sam. 10. 13. Andlikewiſe of Juda 
Did he not do many Miracles, and perhaps atua en, 
not convert ſome Souls? Oh ! what 4/i/tances, and 1 
largements in Duties? what Div ine Benedictions on th 
Labours, have ſome Mini/ters received from Chill 
who yet were never real Friends to him? 


—R— - 


What ſhall I ay more? Perhaps you may think the 
ſound Profeſſor will not ſtand the Teſt of the fiery 
rial, but muſt of neceſſity be diſcover'd when it comes 
> that.-- Why this is no infallible Rule neither. Doth 
ot Paul, x Cor. 13. 3. ſuppoſe that a Perſon may give 
t Boay to be burned, or die a Martyr for Chrift ; and 
t be deſtitute of divine Love or Charity ? It appears 
zen that the Reſemblance between the Saints and Hy- 
ocrites come ſo near, as that in many Caſes it may be 
moſt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh them. | | 
«© And the Difference will yet be more ſubtle & un- 
ſcernable (as Mr. Flavel obſerves) if we conſider, 
at as in ſo many Things, the Hypocrite reſembles 
e Saint; ſo there are other Things, in which a real 
hriſtian may act too like an Hypocrite. -- When we 
id ſays he, a Pharoah confeſſing, an Herod practiſing, 


4. 
„ H 
Pew 
ſtates 
1th J 
ſhall | 


in il 
D, | 
e Iſri 
+ ſoug! 
ö Aha 


f Ho 


. well as hearing, a Judas preaching Chrift, an Alex- 
„0er venturing his Life for Paul; and on the otherSide, 
the Wall find a David condemning that in another, which 


practiſed himſelf ; and Aſa in a Rage with a Pro- 


N : et for faithfully reproving him, and putting him in 
J fer ion; 2 Feboſbophat joining in Affinity with a wicked 
; ſeen bah; an Hezekiab glorying in hisRiches ; a Peter diſ- 


mbling ; a Paul and Barnabas quarrelling and eon- 
nding, and even all the Diſciples ferſaking Chriſt in 


Chrill Hour of Trouble and Danger : --- Oh then ! how 


ou ard is it for the Eye of Man to diſcern between Chaff 
1 Wheat ? How many upright Hearts are now cen- 
nd , r'd, whom GOD will clear? How many falſe Hearts 


e now approved, whom GOD will condemn ? Men 
WW dinarily have no clear conviRtive Proofs, but only 
obable Symptoms, which at, moſt can beget but a/ 
njetural Knowledge of another's State. --- And they 
it ſhall peremptorily judge either Way, may poſſibly 
rong the Generation of the Upright; or on the other 
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Side, abſolve and juſtify the Wicked. And truly con- 
ſidering what has been ſaid, it is no great Wonder, that 
dangerous Miſtakes are ſo frequently made in. thay 
| Matter,” 

I. Hence ſee the Error of thoſe who hold, that an 
abſolute infallible Knowlege of the Brethren, is to de at- 
tain'd by ordinary Believers in this Life. | 

We may certainly know our ownState ; But, 'tis im- 
poſſible for us, without divine Inſpiration, ſuch as the 
Prophets had, abſolutely to know the Goodneſs of ano- 
ther's State. -- This is a Point, that has been much in 
my Meditation; and Time was when I my felf tho t. 
that it was eaſier to know a true Chriſtian, than I now 
find it to be, tho? I never gave in to the Doctrine of the 
zhfallibleKnowlege. -- And therefore I ſhall with all Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs, lay before you ſome of thoſe Ar 
guments which convinced me; and I beg you, Dea 
Brethren, to weigh them impartially in the Balance of 
the Sanctuary. 

As ſor thoſe, who walk after theCourſe of thisWotld, 
fulfilling the Deſires of theFleſh and of the Mind, ant 
committing Iniquity with Greedineſs, their Caſe is ea 
ſily known; of theſe we may ſay without Hefitation 
They are in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity.- 
And the ſame may be ſaid of ſome formal Profeſſors; 
who in their Diſcourſe bewray the moſt wretched 18 
norance of the Nature of Conviction and Converfion.-; 
Setting theſe aſide, there are others who have had g 
Convictions, Illuminations &c. ſuch as we have men 
tion'd under the Doctrine; and yet out ofChriff.--Ani 
there are ſome alſo, who tho* deſtitute of theſe in 
great Meaſure ; yet by aſſociating with Chriftians, an 
hearing them frequently give an Account of their Ex 
periences, and ſeeing them in their Joys, can more ei 


KI. pretend to have expericticed the ſame Things 3 Hay 
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ly con- Wing learnt their Leſſon, as it were, by Rote. New re- 
r, that i ſpecting theſe two latter Sorts, the Difficulty of diſtin- 
n this ¶ guiſhing them from the true Chriſtian is greater than 
N many imagine. -- Some of theſe are often eſteem'd as 
Chriſtians by Believers themſelves, when at the ſame 
Time they ſuſpect Hypocriſy in others, who have the 
Root of the Matter in them. For the Proof of this, 


hat an 
be at- 


tis im- we may allege many Scriptures and Examples taken 
as the from thence. 

f ano- Holy Job, tho* in the Exerciſe of Grace, tho* he 
uch in could ſay, I #now that my Redeemer liveth ; yet at the 
tho't, ſame Time he thinks hardly of his pious Friends, * 
I nowfif and they of bim; yea, they ſtick not to accuſe him of 


of the downright Hypocriſy. t 


ll Hu- David was greatly deceived in Abitophet, taking him 
ſe Ar to be one of the beſt Men of the Age; hence they tale 
, Dea ſubeet Counſel together, and walt d to the Houſe of GOD 
ance Og in Company, Pſal. 55. 14. This good King felt his pi- 


| ous Diſcourſes, & his Heart was Init to him in brothiy- 
Vorld iſ ly Love ; yea, he had ſuch a Value for him as to make 
d, and him his ſpiritual Guide, v. 13. And this continued for 
eis ea a long Time, till he turned an avowed Traitor and 


tation Rebel. 

ity. ll E1:/ha the Prophet was likewiſe deceived in this Gov 

eſſors; vantGehozs : "Tis not likely that he would have enter- 

ed Io tain'd him ſo long, or ſent him to raiſe the dead Child, 
on. if he had not tho't him a good Man: And he did not 


find him out, *till GOD by an immediate Revelation 
diſcover'd hisWickedneſs in the Affair of Naaman; from 
which Time he turn'd him out of his Service. 

But you will ſay, theſe are old Teſtament Inſtances; 
ir K but our Light is greater no under er theGoſpet: 1 Anſwer, 
Ir EX — — — — — 
| * 7ob' 16. 10, 11. t. Chip 22. 5. WP 1,3 
| 2 Kings . 46, % „ 
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If our Light is greater, yet our Improvements of our 
Light are not ſo great: To our Shame be it M*? 
ſpoken, we fall vaſtly ſhort of many old Teſtament 
Believers in Faith, and Love, and other Graces ; and 
therefore have no betterAbilities to diſcoverHypocrites 7. 
than they: there is nothing more in the Vat are of our ef 
Love to the Brethren, to diſtinguiſh the precious from 
the vile, than was in their's. -- If Prophets and inſpired 
Men were decerved ; much more may we, who are but of 
Babes and Novices, and no more to be compared with 
them, except in their Infirmities, than a Dwarf to a 
Giant, --= | 
The Inſtance of Judas, which is ſo often alledged at 
this Day, is alſo very much to thePurpoſe : TheApoſtles 
heldCommunion with this Manforabove three Years, and 
did not ſuſpect him; yea, they were more ſuſpicious of 
themſelves than of him. But you will ſay, this was 
becauſe they were poor, weak, low Believers, and had 
nat ſo much Grace as we have. But, my Brethren, 
conſider ſeriouſly, does not this Anſwer ſavour too much 
of ſpiritual Pride Is it not contrary to the humble Ex- 
ample of the great Apoſtle, who was one of the moſt 
eminent Believer's that ever was, when he cry'd out, J 
am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints! Epb. 3. 8. And is 
it not an Argument of Weakneſs of Grace, rather than of 
Strength! For many Believers that have been of your 
Opinion at their firſt Converſion, have rejected it as an N 
Error, when they came to be more experienced in the 
divine Life. --- Beſides, were not the Apoſtles often in 
the high Exerciſe of Grace, eſpecially when they made 
that glorious Confeſſion ; Me are ſure that thau art the 
Chrift, the Son of the living GOD, Mat. 16. 16. Joh. 
6. 69. And when Chriſt told them, that their Names 
were written in Heaven ? Luk. 10. 20. How come they 
not to diſcern him at theſeTimes,if 'tis the Privilege of 
f : 7777 


Tares and Wheat, "WF 
our ordinary Believers to know the Brethren, when Grace 


e it is in lively Exerciſe ? 
Rene Further, theAdviceof Chrift to true Believers, Mat. 


and 7, 15. To beware of falſe Prophets, ſhews how poſlible 


rites ¶ it is even for his own People to be deceived& miſled by 
our ¶ them for a Time: The Shape into which they transform 
5 themſelves, namely, the Apoſtles of Chrift, and Mini ter: 
ired of Righteouſneſs,ſhews the difficulty many Times of diſ- 
: but cerning them. The Faithful at Corinth were greatly 
miſled by ſuch Teachers. 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. They 
were ſo taken with their Pretences to greater. Light and 
Hoelineſs than others, that they even look'd upon the 
\poſtle as weak and contemptible, and a dark Teacher in 
ompariſon of them.“ Yea, ſome of them went ſo 
far as to ſtyle him a Reprobate or Unconverted. 2 Cor. 
3. 6, 7. Whence he was obliged ſo highly to com- 
end himſelf in the 11th & 12th Chap. And if ſuch a 
hurch as this, fo famous forGifts and Graces, did not 
nd it an eaſy Taſk to detect ſuch Pretenders 5 how 
uch leſs eaſy is it in manyCaſes forBelievers of a low- 


_ r Claſs to do it ? | 

* 7 Ctrilt ſpeaks thus reſpecting the ſtony Ground Hear- 
ut, rs and others, Luk. 8.18. /#/hoſeever hath not, from him 
a5 * ball be taken even that which be SE EME TH to bb. 


n the Apprehenſions of Men, both good and bad, he 
eemeth to have many Gifts and Graces ; but theſe he 
hall be ſtript of and appear as he is: GOD fhall un- 


2 the Bhaſk him firſt or laſt, taking away his common Gifts, 
FB Fra ſuffering him to fall into, and be overcome by foul 
ma L emptations. _ | | | 

% Simon the Sorcerer was eſteem'd a Chriſtian byPhilip 


ne Evangeliſt, and accordingly baptiz d; and we read 
othing to the contrary but that he was ſo accounted 
2 Cor, 10. 1,2,10 
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bySt. Peter himſelf, till his own Mouth bewrayed him; 
till his Selfiſhneſs and Covetouſneſs broke forth at his 
Lips. -- And then it was, and not till then, that Peter 
tells him, perceive thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs &c, 
Act. S. 23. As if he had ſaid, thy Words have diſcovered 
thee ; I now perceive plainly what you are: Before I 
was ignorant of yourCaſe ; I did not feel you out ; but 
now it is manifeſt ; I am ſure you are not converted; 
therefore repent. 17.59 
Annanias and Sapphira were tho't to be eminent Chri- 
ſtians by their Fellow-Profeſlors at Jeruſalem; & to keep 
up their Reputation ſold their Land, under Pretence of 
putting all the Money into the common Stock; but out 
of Covetouſneſs reſerving Part to themſelves, the Lord 
revealed their Wickedneſs immediately to St. Peter; 
and then their falſe Profeſſion vaniſh'd. Ad. 5. But be- 
fore this Revelation, the Believers of that Church in the 
higheſt Exerciſe of Grace could not diſcover them, no, 
nor the Apoſtles themſelves, who were the immedi- 
ate Planters of that Church. RY 
Nicolas one of the ſeven Deacons was tho't by the 
Church and by the Apoſtle too, to be a Man full of 
Faith and of the floly G hoſt, Act. 6. But afterwards he re- n 
volted, and became the Head of a pernicious Sect called 
the. NVicolaitans, Rev. 2. 6. N | 
The Chriftians in Rome even in the Apoſtlas Time 
got a differing about ſoine non- eſſentialPoints; & tho't 
hardly of one another upon this Account, and began 
to ſeperate Communions, and to reject each other as 
Hypocrites.-- But the Apoſtle checks them thus, Rem. 
14. 10. Why deft thou judge thy Brother? Or why dal 
thou. fet at nought thy Brother? For we ſhall all fand d, 
Pore the 146 ment Seat of Chriſt. -- They were Frothren 
in Chriſt, notwithſtanding their Diffierence, and — 


* 


9 
nim; ey cenſur'd each other as not being ſo, =» Where ws 
t his Mbcir infallible Knowlege all this while? 
Peter | The Apoftle tells the Corinthians, x Cor. 11. 19. 
Ec. Mere muff be Hlerefies among you, that they which are ap- 
vered Nreved may be made manifeſt among you. -- Till the riſing, 
ore I Uf theſe Herefies, the true and falſe Profeſſor remain'd 
; but Þndiftinguiſh'd in that Church; they had equally the 
ted; Mepute of Chriſtians : Butijthen the Apeſlacy of 

ze one, and the Stedfafineſs of the other made them 
Chri- W:ani/eft ; the receiving or rejecting the new fprung 
keep ereſies ſerved as a Teſt to diſtinguiſh them: So that 


ce of 
t out 


Lord 


Tores and beat 


hey were found out, not by Feeling, but by their Fruits - 
Paul was at great Uncertainties about the Galatians - 
hen they were firſt wro't upon by his Miniftry, he 
mbraced them with open Arms as dear Brethren ; but 
eir after Behaviour made him ſuſpicious of them 3 
ence he ſays, Gal. 4. 20. 1 fland in Doubt of you.--= 


ow comes this, if he had an infallible Knowledge of 
heir Eftate at firſt when he received them into the 
hurch, and did not judge them by. their after Fruits ? 
Demas was efteem'd a firſt rate Chriſtian by this 


I poſtle ; he took him for his Companion in his Travels, 


nd nodoubt had often ſweet Fellowſhip with him ; he 
alls him his Fe/low- Labourer, Philem. v. 24. But at laſt 
his Demas forſook him, for the Love of this preſent Merl. 

Tim.4.10. The Apoftle, tho? an inſpired Man, never 
elt him out, till his wicked Life diſcover'd him.-- And 


is ſaid of Hymenus and Alexander, that they madeShip- 


preck of Faith and a good Conſcience, -1 Tim. 1. 19, 20. 
They had not theſe inReality;but only in the Eftimation 
ff the Apoſtle and other Believers contemporary with 

hem; but they were not &/crrn'd by any, till their - 
Apoſtaey. The humble L of St. Peter, 1 Ep 
- 12. becomes us at this Day; By Slums a faithful 
ale to you (as There have written Irigy Gu" 


He did not Ene to an abſolute. Kngwledge of Hes. 
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nus good Eſtate, tho” intimately acquainted with him, 
2 tho? he employ d bim as his Meſenges, to carry his q 
piſtle Abroad; bur oni goes upon Suppafer on ent j 5 
1 3 which i is the bigbeſt Knowledge that pa She 
Helievers can teach, & exentheApoſile t * 2 44 with- 
out immediate Revelation. · We may callect from other 
Scriptures, that this Sylwonus was really a a good Man ; 6 


and yet the Apoſtle durſt not aſſert it ablolutely. -- And 
Gall Ee to bigher Attainments than this great j 
ef. ---. 

But you will ſay, the Suppoſtion * does not relate to - 
the Reality of his Chriſtanity, but to his Faithfulneſs in * 
his | 35 Hog and Office, and particularly in ſerving thoſe 0 
to whom St. Peter wrote; and therefore the Expreſſion 9 
is, a faithful Brother to you &c.-—1 Anſwer, This can't Nu 
be the Senſe, becauſe if he knew him to be aChri/lian, 
he muſt of neceſſity know that he would be faithful; 
for they are inſeparable : And therefore the. Suppo/ition 
refers as much to his State, as to his Bebaviour towards 
other Chriſtians : He cauld yo doubt of the one with- 
out doubting « of the other ; 


2 Y SE 3 


ile is not directed to any particular Church; f in which 
Splummus was an Officer, but it was general to the Chriſ- 
tians ſcatter'd up and down over all I a, hich included 
one Quarter of. 1 — World. - Now when be. {uppo/cd| 
him a faithful Brother to ſuch a Multitude of Chriſtians. 
in different Parts, (moſt of whom tis likely $ylvani| 
had never ſeen, ) this is the fams bing as if he had ſaid; 
he ſuppoſed him to, be a convar ted Aan. 

i: The Apoſtle. ſpeaks of ſaque, 1 Joh. 2. 19». ogy aro 
but from ut but they were nat F us, for 15 they had been ol 
haveccontinued with 2475 But thy 


ex! out. that it at be nad AN TEE W 


* be 1 4 4 Ws | 
Tarte and Wheat. 15 
ares b. | 15 


were not all of ur. As long 33 as they continyed, they were 
tho't well of; they were embraced ay” "Chriſtians dy 


the Apoſtle ob and others; but their gping out diſco- 
ver d 4's alſe-heartednefs & wier. f. which before | 
lay hid from aff but GOD. 

The white Stone and new Name, (Rev. 2. 17.) was 
known abfolutely to none,but thoſe that received it; others 
could not come to ſuch Certainty re ſpecting them. 
Further, The ſeven Churches of Af, of whom we 
have an Account, Rev. 2. 3. were planted by the Apoſ- 
tles themſelves ; who no doubt uſed great Care and 
Caution in the 'Admiffion wy Members ; and yet how 
many of thoſe Members were Hypecritesz ſome of whom 
were known only toG O, and others of them in Time 
diſcover'd it to Man by cher corrupt Doctrines and 
vicious Lives. And if it was fo then, much more may 
lit be ſo ſince, when the m faithful Miniſters and 
Chriſtians are deſtitute of thofe Gifts, and che high De- 
gree of thoſe Graces, which the Apoſtles had. 
Laſtly, St. John tells us, Rev. $1 10. There fell a great 
Star {row Heaven, burnin, bs it were a Lamp. This Star 
was ſome eminent Profeſſor; He made a great Blaze, 
and ſhined as much el Brno the de Chriſtian ; 
He was taken for ſuch a — till be fell, i. s. till he he- 

gan to diſcover himſelf b 1 damnable Doctrines and 

"Wwicked Ways ; by dis A . F y from the Truth. 
. - {WOome Divines fo uppoſe, that is refers to Pelagius that 
arch 97 ho before he broached bis Hereſy, was 

3d * high Eftcem i in the Church of GON. 
Agreea 15 to this were the Sentiments of our Fore- 
2 all the old 7; erimental Writers that evet 1 
ca 


fk Il wich * diet deny an infallible Know- 


edge in this, tell us, that as Jong as Mans 
A of Fach ow and Uo are agreable to. theWord, 
C2 3 


wo 
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we are cheritably bound to think them good Men, butſo 
to leave the Heart with GOD. F 
And ſays Mr Tamant, . For any Men to pretend to lt 
 Fnow certainly who are gracious, as one of the Moravi 
ans did in my Hearing, is ta aſſume an incommunicable 
Prerogative of GOD: And to run upon this falſe Pla 
in Church Matters, is to turn all into the 1:lde/t Di/ 
order and Confuſion.--- And in another Place he calls i it 
deteftable Notion. 
But you will ſay, Can we know nothing of the good 
Eftate of others? Is the Matter left at ſuch utter Uncer 
tainties :---I Anſwer, There is in this, as in otherCaſes 
a different Degree of Evidence: Of ſome there are ſuc! 
Evidences given as are exceeding ſatisfying ; theii 
Lives are ſo holy, their Teſtimonies are ſo clear, thei: 
Converſation, ſo ſhining, as to exclude all. Doubt co 
cerning their State e Here we may arrive to a moral Ceiſ 
tainty, i. e. the higheſt Degree of Probability, having 
much to ſway our Charity, as can be rationally expecte 
| In this Life.---Others give only flight and more weal 
Encouragements to our Hope, and mix it with man 
| Occaſions of Fear and Jealouſie concerning them; at 
yet Hope hath it leaſt ſo much to ſay, that there is ſom 
Probability, at leaſt a Poſſubility, that their Hearts ma 
be right with GOD. , 
But you will ſay, If we may arrive to ſuch a Knoy 
| ledge as excludes all Doubt, how does this Acer fro 
the abſoluteCertainty that is pleaded for ? IAnſwer, The 
is a conſiderable Difference : There are many Thing 
of which we have no Doubt ; and yet there is aPoſſib 
lity they may be etherwiſe. --- When a credible Man- 
— — —— 
} Treatiſe againſt the Moravjans, F 62.105. Ind tot) 
ſame Purpoſe he ſpeaks in his Sermon 2gaink 3 an & | 
converted Miniſtry, P. 20. | 
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him to lay hold of and apply ſuch and ſuch Promiſes; 
and that hereupon he was fill'd with Comfort and Joy, 
and his Heart drawn out in Love to GOD and his Peo- 
ple :---Suppofe a Man ſhould give you ſuch an Account 
as this, would you not believe that he was converted 
And yet why might he not feign all this out of his ow! 
Heart? If you ſay, none would be ſo Wicked as to de 
this: I aſk, why not? Have there not been Inſtanc 
of itin all Ages? To deny the Thing, is to deny that 
there ever was a wilſul Hypocrite in the World: Fo 
thoſe that take up Religion to be ſeen of Men, or fo 
other baſe ſiniſter Ends, ſometimes'pretend to this an 
more; and not only lie to Man, but to GOD too.-- 
If you ſay, that he would diſcover himſelf by the l:fel:/ 
cold Manner in which he related ſuch Experiences. -- 
This is no ſufficient Teſt neither : Tis too evident 
that a Hypocrite may counterfeit a lively Reliſh and Sa4 
vor of heavenly Things in his Diſcourſe ; Ahitephr 
did fo, and Ezeliel's Hearers likewiſe, who with thu 
Mouth ſhew'd much Love and Fervour, Ezek. 33. 31 
And yet their Hearts were ſtark nought.--- How zea 
louſly do Lawyers ſometimes plead for their Clients, 2 
if their very Hearts and Souls were engaged? And yet 
in Reality they care nothing about their Cauſe; but dc 
all for the Sake of their Fee. -And the ſame AﬀeRjoi 
may be put on in religious Matters, when the Heart i 
nothing touched, as Experience has proved in Scores 0 
Inftances.--- . YE 
But you will ſay, Is not the Gift of diſcerning Spirit 
mentioned by theApoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. 10. And does ng 
this Gift yet continue in the Chriſtian Church ? 75 N * 
1 Anſwer, No ; This was altogether miraculous, ant 
peculiar to the firſtAges ofChriſtianity.--Fhat this wi 
an extraordinary Gift appears from the Context; v. 0 
10. To another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit 


A 3 3 
Tares and boat. 19 


%. another the working of Miracles ; To another Propheſy; 
mlſes; 7 another di ſcerning of Spirits; 3 To another divers 22 


1 12 ongues; To another i be Interpretationof Tongues.--Theſo 
cou Things that are mention'd with this Giſt of diſcerning are 


ries) ll now ceaſed ; None now pretend to the Gifts of Heal- 
Tu g, Miracles, Prophecy, ſpeaking with Tongues c. Why 


202 hen ſhould they pretend to the other? If you have one 
ſanceHelict Gilt, why not another? If you can diſcern 
ay that pirits, why can't you raiſe theDead ? The one mon 
o you as much as the other. 


. 975 Beſides, you may here obſerve from the Words, that 
his an is was not a common G:ft amongChriſtians even at that 
109.— Day; one had this Gift, and another that; but all had 
1 2 F ot every one; but the Spirit divided to every Man ſe- 
PL erally as he would, v. 1 . Such Gifts theApoſtle-plainly 
evident iſtinguiſhes from aving Grace; they were not eflen- 
ind S. al to it; a Man might be a true Chriſtian without 
bitupbe em; and a Man have them, and yet be noChriſtian, 
th the s appears from Mat. 7. 22. and from the. 13. Chap. of 
33 31 is Epiſtle.---Here it may be objected, that tho' di/- 
1 eh rning of Spirits be mention'd among the miraculous 
ents; a pitts 3 yet there are ſome Gifts there that are not mi- 
in 0 ye gealous, but ordinary; ss the Mord of Wiſdom, thelWord 
Term. and Faith, v. 8, 9. And why mayn't this 
a 80 erning be rank d in the ſame Claſs ?--- In anſwer to 
is; I deny the Suppoſition that theſe were ordinary 
cores /.: By the Word ef ii iſdom, we may underſtand 
5 hat was promiſed the Apoſtles, Mat. 10. 19. Lul. 
| 14, 15. Which, was in à great Meaſure miracu- 
bes nal and not to be expected by ordinary Miniſters and 
1-50 Wiriſtians, whoſe Duty tis to meditate before they 
any” eak, 1 Tim. 4, et the Nu of Knowl:dyecannot 
bis wall nderſtood the /aving Kaowlege of ſpiritual bingo} ; 
it is diſtinguiſh'd from that, Chap. 13. 2. But, ab 
me . may refer tothe propheticalKnowlege of 


f 2 : 
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future Contingencies, or an uncommon and extraordi 
nary Inſight into the dark Paſſages of Scripture.---By 
Faith is meant the Faith of Mi racles, and not the Gras 
7 as is evident from Chap. 13. 2. a 
But you will ſay, Why all this ado to ſcreen Hyp 
crites, and prevent their Diſcovery. 
| I Anſiver, This is nbt my Deſign in it: GOD bord 
that I ſhould ſpend my Breath in pleading the Cauſe of 
Hypocrites; tis not their Honour or Credit, that I amin 
contending for; the ſooner they are diſcover'd the bet 
ter for themſelves and others. But the Reaſons why 
am fo ſtrenuous in this Point are theſe. (1.) Fo 
fear. the Conſequence of the oppoſite Doctrine ſhould bi 
the condemning and rejeRing ſonie of GOD's des 
Children.---This is what the Devil drives at by ſowin 
ſuch Tares, viz. to make you think well of the work 
and condemn the beſt : And this will be the Concluſioi 
of the Matter, if GOD does not graciouſly put a Ste 
to the ſpreading of this Error. If any will but join wit 
you in this Opinion, that give but fender Evidences off 
their Chriſtanĩty in compariſon of ſome others that 
poſe it, you will be in Danger of receiving the formt 
as dear Brethren, and of rejecting the latter as Hype 
crites. Such is commonly the Conſequence of erren 
ous Tenets, when zealouſly eſpouſed and urged. (i 
It may prove a dreadfulSnare to you. If you give vs 
to one Error, you get upon the Devil's Ground; 
when you are there, you don't know how far he ma 
carry you: It may bringDarknefs on you all your Day 
( 3-) Nothing hath been a greater Hindrance to the-Pre 
greſs of the Reformation, than the prevailing of ſuch E 
rors.· GOD hath been doing great & wonderful Fhii 

for us in this Land of late Vears, in the Conviction ai 
Converſion ot Sinners, and in the comforting and'bail 
ing up of Saints: ·· But is it not too evident that the 


D 
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b Tares and Wheat. 2T 


nrg tog are now ole {6 2 full top ?_ And is not thi 
e. Bine chief Cauſe' of it, the Prevalency of Errors and 


D; /erders in ſome of theSubjeQs of this Work? When 
en ſee ſome of the Prometers of the Reformation 
ut-run {themſelves, and broach Principles repugnant. 
 the'Scriptures, it prejudices them more againſt Chriſt 


e Grac 
Hype 
) forbid 


d his.Cauſe, and ſettles and hardens them in theirevil 
2auſe M Vays. 80 that ſuch will have the Blood of Souls ta 
hat I aminſwer for (g.) Nothing tends more to weaken the 
the betFWands of Chriftians, than Jangles and Diſputes. about 


s why ch Points: It takes off their Thot's from weightier 


1.) Fo attery, and hinders them in their Work, and renders. 
would bYhem a Prey to the common Enemy.” And ſeeing the 
Ys deaſonſequences are ſo bad, I beg you, in the Bowels of 
ſowinWeſus to conſider better of the Matter, and to reje& 
e worfery Thing that is contrary to ſound Doctrine, and to 
nclufioFWin Heart & Hand in promoting the Work of GOD. 


t a Stoſſſe no longer in this ſort Keepers of others Vineyards, but 


oin willi careful to keep your own, Cant. 1. 6. Ti amazing 
dences q me, that this Principle ſhould prevail with any at 
that is Time of Day: I don't much wonder that ſome run 

formeWeo it at their firſt Converſion ; but that they ſhould 


ill hold it, after they have ſeen ſo many Inſtances of 
' erronioſe whom they verily tho't Aue true Believers, this 
Bn poſtacy is truly aſtoniſhing.--May the Lord lead us all 
ive Wag the Paths of Truth and Holin es. 
b 2. Hence let none think themſelves good, meerly 
be mlcauſe Saints have' a good Opinion of them, -- Oh 
aſe not your ſelves, ' that you are aſſociated . with 
the Fr OD', People here, and that they think and ſpeak 
ſuch Efifiarizably of you. That which is highly eſteemed a= 


1 Thiaggong Men, may be had inAbomination before the Lord, 

ion ao ſeeth not as Man ſeeth. -- The Saints may approve 
nd'bul\ee, and GOD condemn thee.-- What was Judas the 
nat Vetter for being in fuch high Repute among the ethey”— 
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Apoſtles 2. —. Cu is the M Wa his-Tra 
in Men, who axe Liars. 1 «Ta Hey ſhalf.me 
many, that we never tho't 40 mac! 54 wg . and 1 1 
many we were confident we thauld (s ſe there,” - Such 
Men that value themſolves meerly upon go "Men's 
Tho'ts andApprobation, will periſh.) in, A wan 
I now paſs to a 

III. OBSER VATION, That the proper Rule if D Dijln 
tion between the Tares and Wheat is their different ity 

When the. Blade ſprung up and bro“ tforth Fruit, th 
7 the Tares alſo, v. 26. Twas the diene ni 

ruit, that diſcover'd them before twas not ſo eaſy t: 
ſee the Difference. Tis the ſole Prerogative of GOD 
to know the. Heart immediately, Jer. 11. 20. Kev. þ 
23-: .Men muſt judge-others by outward & ſenſible Sign 
7. 6. by the Fruits of their Lips, and of their 3 86-9 SE | 
As long as theſe are good, we are to think charjtably 
but when it is otherwiſe, we-may juſtly account them 
Tares. - Simon Magus diſcover'd bis Hypocriſy by hi 
Diſcourſe, and Demas by his; Life. When forwar: 
Profeſſors become open Apoſtates, then the Blade and thi 
Fruit appear, and they are plainly to be diſtinguiſh'd from 
the Wheat. --Moft unſound Profeſſors fall off firſt, ot 
laſt ; They are oftentimes left of GOD. to run int 
Hereſy or Scandal, befors their Death. We have three 
Texts of Scripture, which are the Rules we are to go. b) 
in judging. of others. -- The firſt j is, 1 Sam. 16. 7» , 
Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, (1. e. as all Men . 
good or bad ſee 3) for Man lavketh: at, the outward Appe 

ance, but the Lord looketh on the Heart. -- By the cute 

Appearance is meant their Words & bene HY they 
are right and agreeable to the Ward, we are.t 
that theHeart is right too ; and to 1 it 0 * 
Nothing but a Revelation nfo Heaven, ſuch as Sam 
had, can. pndgceiye.us in e 3 and can we. ex 


— 


"Tarts and'Whet, 223 
"Ie , 1 ie 18 48 FOTO 2 1 ; - 
AFR eck this ?--- Tf that Text be alledged againſt this, Joh. 


Tt cll/- 24. Fudge not utebruimg to the Appearance, but judge 
COPS ie b{cous Judgment. This in nothing to the Purpoſe of 
0; Ju judging the Hearts'of others : The Caſe was this, The 
ess ſeeing our Lord cure an infirm Perſon upon the 
Sabbath Day, preſently upon that Semblance condem- 
ned him of violating the Law ; not conſidering either 
ke Senſe of the Law, or the Nature of hisPerformance 3 
md this he termeth unrighteous Judgment Such an 
Action ſeem'd to encroach upon theSabbath ; but it did 
Wot really; therefore he exhorts them to conſider and 
.d. righteouſly + But it hath no Reference to know- 
ing the Hearts of others. -- We muſt not call thoſe 
Actions wicked, which are good in themſelves ; this is 
he judging by the Fpprarance, which is here condemned. 
= A ſecond Text is Mat. 7. 16. Te all know them by 
ir Fruits. i. e. by their corrupt Principles and Prac- 
"WMices : As for the Root, the Heart from whence theſe 
Wprocceded, they could know nothing of that immediate- 
ly ; only ſo far as they manifeſted it by their Speech and 
WBrhaviour : Tis the Effect that diſcovers the Cauſe, 
ich will lie bid till then. 0 
A third Text is that, Jam. 2. 18; 7 will hew thee my 
aith by my Wort.. By Faith, is meant inward Expe- 
rience, and byJYerbs the Life andConverſation : When 
be Profeſſion of Faith be right, and the Converſation 
1 cteeable, then we ate obliged by the Laws of GOD te 
WE bink well of others; we are to look upon them as true 
riſtians; their Faith is ſhewed to us by the Effects, 
iz, their Works. -- Hence the Apoſtle adds, v. 24- 
Wor for then how by Works a Man is ju/tifyed, and not by 
"aith only.---This means Juſtification in the Sight of 
Men, both good & bad, & not Juſtification in theSight 
oGOD : Gitti ate neceſſary to evidence toMen 
the Truth of out i the Reality of our Juſtifi- _ 
ne 3 cation +. <iu 
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cation ; - where theſe are not, all is but Pretence andH 
pocriſy ; but if we find theſe, tis not Chriſtian to uf 
pea the Heart.--> 
Theſe are the Rules of Judgment, which the Serif 
ture lays down; and very arrogant and high- minded i 
chat Man or Woman, which will not ſubmit to them. 
We muſt not pretend to meddle with the ſecretTho't: 
Affections and Purpoſes of Men, not expreſs'd by plai 
Words, nor declared by overt Acts: This is that rafl 
Judg ing, which theScripture over & over forbids. A. 
pacity of judging doth ever ſuppoſe a Power ofCognizance 
and it being impoſſible for us to reach the Knowledge 
of thoſe Things, otherwiſe than as they expreſs them 
we cannot therefore pretend to judge of them. As1 
is the Property of GOD to ſearch the Hearts, and try th 
Reims ; ſo it is his Prerogative to judge concerning the 
ſecret Motions of them; the which we attempting ti 
do, no leſs, vainly and fooliſhly, than preſumtuouſly and 
profanely encroach upon.--It is only in the great Day 
that GOD will bring ſuch hidden Things to Light, 4 
will make mani 115 , the Coun el. of the Heart; ; therefor 
Junge nothing efors the Tink, 1 or. 4. 5.«-"Tis ſaid 
concerning Chriſt, Joh. 2. 23, 24, 25. Now when b 
was in Feruſalem at the Paſſover, in the Feaſt Day, many 
believed in his Name, when they ſaw the Miracles whic 
he did: But Jeſus did not commit himſelf unto them, be 
cauſe be knew all Men, and needed not that any ſhould tei 
of Man; for he knew what was in Man. As much all 
to ſay, if he had been only a Man, he would have been 
deceived by their Profeſſion of Faith ; -but ſince he was 
GOD as well as Man, their Hypocriſy was plain to 
him; he petfectly knew Men, not only from their ex- 
ternal As and Behaviour, ( as we know them, ) but 
he knew what was in them, ſearching the. Hearts, as 
was 60. — The Apoſtle * I . 13. 7 e 
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-leveth all Things : Without preſuming to judge Men's 
carts, or to pry-into their ſeere: Intentions, itdiſpoe 
es us to think favourably of every one, Gy 
alk agreable to the Laws of Chriſt. 13 J79Y 31 
Hence infer the Miſtale of thoſe,': who ſet 15 e 
Standard io judge. Mas by than ma outward 1 aps 
heir inward Feeling. 
There are ſome that tell us, that let Wa aivifiargd 
Wo fair an Account of their Experiences, and let their 
ives be never ſo regular, yet this is not to be depended 
on; this is not ſufficient to ſway our Charity, unleſo 
ere be an inward working of our Souls towards them; 
nleſs we feel them by an inward Sympathy and Com- 
nunion, and our Hearts be knit to them. In Anſwer 
p this, to prevent Miſtakes, I would emiſe; That there 
a divine Affection implanted in God? 's | Childreti to- 


yards one another; their Hearts, when they are in the 


xerciſe of Grace, will be drawn out in Loye towards 
ach other, and. will be as it were knit together. But 
his 1 deny, that this is any Rule of judging another's 
racious Eſtate ;—T his Feeling (which is more or leſy 
every Chriſtian, ) is not at ali the Evidence of that 
ut the Evidences muſt preceed, via. Some Knowledge 
f their Faith and Holineſs expreſs d in Words or Deeds; 
nd then this Effect follows, viz. A drawing out of: the 
Jeart toward them. They have firſt ſome Reaſon to 
lieve that they are true Chriſtians from their Fruits 
t appear, and then they love them; but this Leve 
it ſelf canſider'd is no Evidence at all, i. e. reſpecting 
thers,tho' it be to our ſelves, of our own good Eſtate. 
The contrary Opinion, namely, that our Faaling or 
ur Flow of Affection is the onlyStandard to know ano- 
er, I look upon to be of dangerous Tendency.---. I 


= Would aſk the Patrons of it; Does this Feeling, as tis a 


al or E videncs of anothet's Gtaciouſaeſs, come , 
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ion of the Word ? Does it derive from 

?---No, that can't be 5'becaufe' the Bcrip · 
has no where ſaid, that ſueh and fuch by Name 
are converted or unconverted. --Does this Feeling come 
from the Spirit without the Word? Fhen it is an n- 
mediate Rovelation from Heaven, and as great a on 
any of] the Prophets had; and much like that of the 
Apoſtle Pater concerning Annaniat and Sapphira, when 
he told chem, that they yd to the Holy Gh, Act. $.--- 
Now if Revelations without the Word may de had in 
ene Thing, why not in another, and fo in another, and 
vo in everyCaſe, till theScripture be'wholly ſet aide, an 
the Spirit received as the only Guide; as tis with the 
Quateri eee not this appear even to your 
= to be very ereus? In the higheſt Acts of Faith, 
Seer es 2 meſs with our — that others ar | 
— GOD ; — but that we our ſelver ure ſo, 
Rom.'8: 16. He does not ſeat to us the Truth of ano 
ther's Converſion, but of our own, 'Eph. 4. 30. And 
the Way chat he does it is not by immiediatt Revelation, 
(ſuch Things are not now to be expected, ) but medi- 
etely thro” the Word, i. e. by applyidg'and impreffing 
Geripture Promiſes on our Souls.--As to others, he leaves 
us to collect their State in a rational Way from thei 
Faith and Works, or their Experiences and Lives: He 
does not immediately reveal this Secret from Heaven by] 
any ſort of Feeling ; but tells us in Scripture what Rule 
we muſt go by: Now there would be no Neceſſity of 
fuch Rules, if there was ſuch an immediate Communiot 
between one ſpiritual Soul and another :---He would 
only have told us, Look to your Feeling; and en ee 
would have been 'infa/libly determin'd.---If there had} 
been ſuch abſolute Certainty in this Way, why did bel 
not give this as a Standard to judge ofMinifters by when 
ahmed to their Office, or of Members when wee 

. ul 
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to the Church? This would' have fettied the Vatter 
at once, and it would haue been impoſſible for an Hy» 
pocrite to have crept into the Miniſtry or the Church, 

Ef there had been but a ſpirituab Soul in the Exerciſe af 
race to hauo try dſthem ; they-Would:have fv} tent 


ne 1 Put and hiſe d. them away. But theScripture i is wholly 


Jens about any ſuch Method, and "ye Wr Rules | 

go by. 

" Boſides, If it is as ſome aar, that if bo Petfons . 
houldigive exactly the fame Account of their 

Ences, and in the ſame Manner, and their Lives ſhould 

he the ſame; and the one ſhould be an Hypoerite jd te 

other not, they could diſtinguiſtn them by their Peeling 3 

L fay, if they could do this, why can't they as N/a 

without hearing their Experiences at all . Pit not 

that that ſatisfies them, but ſomething elſo, namely;the 


5% ward Operation of their Souls; and why mayn't there 
go. e this, without any verbal Account from them? If 


his Feeling aroſe from what they give an Account of, 
hey would have as much Charity — the one as for the 


ther; but ſeeing they have not, it is ſome other Rule 


hey go by, namely the Revelation or Witneſs of the Spi- 
it :--- Conſequently they could know their State withs 
dut talking with: them, as well as with; this anſwers 
o Endl at all. This is a plain Caſe ; I inſiſt upon it 
hat if it ist his internal divine: Affiction we are to judge 
dy, and. noti what they tell us of; we can as certainly 
4 without: diſcourſing with them as with; only by 
— upon another we koaw his Seite, ——And what 
ange Doctrime is this.--Neither Prophets nor Apoſ- 

— norChriftthimfelf knewianyThingof it: Andindeed 


re halts ſo groſs, that thePatrons af this Doctrine themſelves 


re aſhamed to oven ĩt, tho thoy hold it in Effect-. 
[ ſhall ſhut up this Point with the Inſtance of Capt. 


A 1 one oſ the ancient Seitlen oi this 2 
Abe 


„„ e 


who in reciting bis Chriſtian Experiences gives this Ac- 
count. In former Times I do remember, there was; 
<< a young Man came itito theCongregation where I was; 
4 f Stranger to me, and a very hard favoured Man; 
it had no love te his Perſon; but not loog after J heard, 
eß that he fear d 60D; and upon the very Report 
4 thereof, my Heart was knit unto him, altho' I never 
4 ſpake with him as I know of.”--He mentions'this,a 
one; Evidence of his ownConverſion, & not of theCon- 
varſion of that other Man. He and other Chriſtians of 
old judged by their outwardFruit only, and did not make 
their Feeling any Evidence at all concerning others: It 
appears'by their Writings, that they were Strangers d 
Doctrine now advanced. 
Here it will be proper to anſwer ſomeObjeQions ; £2 
1. Some ſay, If we are to judge by the outwardFruits| 
only, then we may be deceived; we may take aHypocrite 
for a true Chriſtian, and have Communion with him 2 
fuch ; and if fo, then there is Communion between Light 
and Darkneſs, a Concord between Chriß & rg 
cannot be. 
In Anſwer hereto I would aſk, Whether Dovid l 
not Communion with Abithophul, Samuel with E liah 
and the Apoſtles with Judas / And have not the Saints, 
that come to the Lord's Table, ſome Communion wit 
Hypocrites, that approach to that Ordinance ? — True 
Chriſtians have Communion with Hypoetites upon this 
Suppoſition, that they are good Men ; they communicate 
with them in what is good, and in nothing that is bad 
for they know nothing of that : But there 'is no Com 
munion (only external) on the Hypocrite” Fare hore 
their Hearts are not right in the Sight of GOD; th 
are not capable Subjects of it; and upon their diſet 
vering themſelves, the Communion ceaſes on the Saint 
Part too; He then anne from him 28 -a diſordur 
1 4 = N. alker ; 
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vis Ac · Nye: The good Appearance upon which the Commu- 
re was on was built vaniſhes ; and then he will have nothing 
I was, do with him. — Here can be no Concord between 
lan; briſt and Belial, becauſe it is the Appearance of Good 
heard, nat draws the Hearts of the Saints, and it laſts no lon- 
Report er than that laſts : The Appearance of the cloven Foot 
[ never perites that EE GS © 

this, This Matter may be illuſtrated by this Compariſon : 


Con. uppoſe there ſhould a Stranger come among us, that 
trans off - "tended to be a good Subject to King George, and be- 
t m_ aaved like one, we ſhould communicate with him as a 
rs : I 


UWcllow+ Subject; but if afterwards he ſheuld diſcover 
gers te imſelf to be for the Pretender or the King of France, we 
Nuould withdraw from him as a vile Wretch : Here we 
ns; Mould have noCommunion with him in his Trea ſaus, be- 
Fruit auſe we were ignorant what he was, while we aſſociat- 
bocrited with him. = Wer 
him 2 2. Tis objected, that if our Hearts may be drawn out 
nLight owards an Hypocrite, then Love to theBrethren is no in- 
which: 11ible Sign of our Adoption; if we cannot infallibly 
„ao who are Brethren, we cannot love any as ſuch : 
id had onſequently we may be deceived every Way, . 
Elia Chriſt himſelf anſwers this ObjeRion, when he ſays,' 
Saint: Mat. 10. 41. He that receiveth a Prophet in the Name 
n wit a Prophet, ſball receive a Prophet's Reward ; and hi that 
Tru :cciveth a righttous Man in the Name of a righteous Man, 
on CH a1! receive a righteous Man's Reward. that is, ſays Mr. 
nicatePe, If they have been fincere in theit Deſigns & Acti- 
ns, they ſhall not loſe their Reward,tho? the Prophet or 
ighteous Man ſo enter tain'd prove but an Inpeſfor. 
Their receiving of ſuch à one upon his good Appear- 
Mrce out of Reſpe& to Chriſt, was as good an Evidence 
d them as if he had been really good, and theirReward 
hall be as great. This Inſtance may ſet the Matter in 
Ffir Light: n 3e FO Relations whom 


1 ſtarted up into Exhorters or Preachers, who contemned 
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you loved, ſhould go beyond Sea, and ſhould live ther, 
many Years ; and at laſt one ſhould come to ſee yo, 
who called himſelf his Son, and ſhould appear to yo 
honeſt and ſincere in his Profeſſions and Account, an 
likewiſe bore ſome outward Reſemblance of your ole 
Friend; and upon it you ſhould entertain him joyfullz 
upon the Account of his Father, whom you till had 
great Value for :--Suppoſe thisPerſon ſhould at laſt tur 
out aCheat,and not be what he pretended ; yet your re 
ceiving him would be as good anEvidence to you of the 
Reality of your Love, as if it had been his real Son. -- 
3. That Text I have heard] uſed as an Argument, 
1 Cor. 4. 19. But I will come to you ſhortly, if the Lori 
will, and will know, not the Speech of them which are puf 
fed up, but the Power. -- By this Power both in this anc 
other Places, they apprehend this Feeling is meant ; as 
if the Apoſtle had ſaid, I will not be impoſed on by fine 
Words and Speeches; I will not regard the moſt. am- 
ple Aexount they can give of their Experiences, unleſs 
this powerful Effect follow); unleſs the Spirit of GOD 
ſet his Seal to the Account by drawing out myHeart to- 
wards them; For the Kingdom of GOD is not in Word: 
but inPower, v. 20. Ianſwer, This is a manifeſtAbuſe 
of the Text: The Caſe was this; there were a Num- 
ber of gifted Brethren in the Church of Corinth, tha 


Face to Face, and ſo durſt not come to Corinth, v. 18. 


new Teachers : I will come to you ſhortly, and will nau | 
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ve ther, 


; rs of your's, who ſo vilify me . I ſhall not be miſled 

ee YOuB:te you with humanWiſdom &Eloquence, & the meer 

Li yo Pomp of Words; I ſhall not regard ſo much their fine 
N; N 


Speeches and Philoſophical Reaſonings, as what there is 


2 of ſpiritual Life and Power in them, either in theirDoc- 
1 J Mine orLife; bow conducive it is to theEnds of the Goſ- 
I el, and how conſonant to the Truth of the Goſpel; 


hat Good they do among you, what Manner of Lives 
hey live, and what Authority they have to preach &c,-- 

heſe are the Things which my Eyes ſhall be upon, and 
which I ſhall Regard, * -- So that the Meaning is not, 
hat he deſigned to try them by his intuard Feeling, but 
by their DoCtrines! and Lives, and Authority for and 
Manner of Preaching ; which was with the inticing Words 
of Man's Wiſdem,and to little Edification. 


your re 
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by 55 frnat Text is urged, 2 Tim. 3. 5. Having a Form of Godli- 
= a/, but denying the Power thertef; from ſuch turn away.-- 
- * From whence tis infer'd, that Chriſtians have ſome cer- 


ain Standard by which they can infallibly diſtinguiſh be- 
ween the Formaliſt & the trueChriſtian,or between the 
arm and the Power; and this is no other than this 
inward Feeling; all external Signs being uncertain. 

In Anſwer to this, I would tell you what a meer Form 
includes in it; It is aProfeſſion without Practice, Words 
ithout Works, Pretences without correſpondent Actions. 
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Feeling, but ſtill makes their outward Fruits and Practice 
the Standard to judge by. This is more evident ſtil 
from what follows, b. 6. &c. 

Laftly,” Tis ſaid, that if Believers don't all receive thi 
Doctrine, tis becauſe they are in the dark, & God's Pre 
ſence is withdrawn from them. If we plead againſt this 
Error, & endeavour to convince them byScripture, this is 
the commonAnſwer, Aye, you are in the dark,or you woull 
ſee as we do. --1 readily acknowlege, that thoſeBelieven 
in the dark, who are not in the Exerciſe of divine Love ot 
Charity, & other Graces; ; but this is noSign of Darine/i 

their denying this to be the Standard of judging others: 

Their Love to the Brethren may be as ſtrong & fervent al 

ſuch a Time, as the Love of thoſe of the oppoſite Petſwa 

ſion :- All the. Difference between them lies in this, the 
one look upon it only as an Evidence of their own good 

Eſtate, and the other as an Evidence both for themſelves 
and others.---And here we appeal to the Law and to th 

Teſtimony. he Lord knoweth them that are bis, 2Tim 
2. 19. But Man knoweth not. Here I can't but obj 

ſerve the Policy of Satan jp thisPlea ; as long as he can 

make Perſons believe it, they will become impenetrablg 
to Conviction, and muſt of Neceſſity remain ſtaked 
gown in their Errors, till God himſelf open their Eye 
without uſing the Inſirumentality of Man :---For wh 
will receive even the Truth it ſelf from one whom b. 
looks upon to' be in the dark, and not capable of judgin 
bf it in his preſent Frame? Oh beware of this ' Devi 
of 2 & take heed left be get an Advantage againſt 10 
2. r 
Upon che whole, my Brethren; I beſeech you, that w 
may hear no more of this new & unſeripturalDoBtinis:: 
'T am confident that if you belong ro, GOD, you will an 
Time or other be thankful” for this Diſcourſe; tho“! 
may be it᷑ is not * to * W 
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racticei The remainingOBSER VATIONSI muſt be br 7 in. 
ent ſtili The fourth OBSER VATION is, That ſceing 415 

nr the Church, is Matter of Grief to theServants of Cbriſl 
ive thii ¶T his is imply'd i in the Text. 
I's Pref They are greatly affected at the Jenorance & gas 
inſt thigpf Profeſſors, and are often ready to cry out with David, 
e, this i Mois me that 1 ſojourn in Maſbech, and that my. Dwelling 
1 woullWs in the Tents of Kedar.---Oh that theſe Tares were 
elieverFvecded, that /hmae! were caſt out of Doors, ſo that 
Love ofÞ arah and her Son 1/aac might live 3 in Peace 
Jay ineſi This leads me to a, 8 
hers :- V. OBSERVATION, Hence ſometimes they are fo N- 
rvent af ious as, to offer their Sirvics to purge the Church. The 
PetſwaWervants ſaid unto him, wilt thou that we go and gather up 
this, thifhe/e Tares? v. 28. 
n goolf 1. This proceeds partly from Zeal, and Love to God. 
mſelve They act with good View, tho? upon miſſalen Principles. 
d to th hey verily think that GOD's Glory will be promoted 
2Tim hereby; hence their Love to him prompts them there- 
but obo. They have truly a Zeal for God; but it is not ac- 
he canfording to Knowledge. 
etrabll} 2. This proceeds partly from ſoiritual Pride. There 
 ſtakeFÞs 2 Mixture of good and bad in the beſt Saints; Flefb 
ir Eyeendòpirit will remain together, *tillDeath.-- And among 
or whiÞther corrupt Principles, Pride is the chief: This is the 
hom birſt Sin that lives, and the laſt that dies; *tis a Weed 
judgingFhat grows in the beſt Soil ; and it generally prevails 
; Devia %, when we ſee it leaft.--Young Converts are Hee 
nff gouFWrone to this Sin ; they think that they know more, a 
an do better, than GOD knows they can: For want 
that pf Expericnce they ate apt to oul-run themſelves 5 eſpe - 
tine: ally if they 11 been applauded by 'others for their 
vill ond /, and ples, as has been the Cafe too frequently: 
tho“ i i Len them aſſuming ah confident, and Not treat 
pay as nemies, that 0 ole; an of their du otions. 
50 2 FO Thus 


1 Th _ 3 * 91. 
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long as Men's outward Fruits are good, we have noBur 
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Thus it is in the Inſtance before us: Spiritual Pri 
makes them think, that tis one of the eafieſt Things inf" 
the World to know another's ſpiritual State: and ti 
nathing but Time and better Experience, that will con 
vince them they are wrong, and make them more hun 
ble.---In the} mean Time they are all on Fire fot 
purging the Church. But, 3 
VI. An Attempt to do this is very dipleaſing io the Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſees Men's Inſufficiency for this Work 
This is my next OBSERVATION. Nay, ſays he 
left while ye gather up theTares,ye root x tbe M heat alſo.— 
Men could not purge the Church of. Hypocrites, with 
outDanger of putting out ſuch as were true and ſincere 
eſpecially if they were in a lo Frame.---Therefore It 
them both alone till the Harveſt : **Thereby intimating: 
( fays Mr. Flavel ) both the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing 
Tares from the Mheat; as alſo the unwarrantable Raſh4 
neſs of bold and haſty Cenſures of Men's Sincerity and 
Hypocriſy, which is ys ſhadowed by them. br 
But you will ſay, Does notChriſt command us in other 
Scriptures to caſt out the Tares? How then can this be 
true Doctrine, that ſuchare tobe tolerated in the Church 
I anſwer,If Hereſy or moral Scandal can be proved upon 
any of our Fellow- Members at the Mouth of two of 
three credible Witneſſes, by the Laws of Chriſt they 
are to be caſt out of the Church, unleſs they repent ane 
reform : Tf this be not done, the Church would be 
quickly turn'd into a Sy, or Cage of unclean Birds.---But 
ſuch muſt not be rooted out, as have ſuch a Reſem- 
blance to JYheat from the outward Appearance, tha 
they cannet be rooted out, without an Hazard of 


\ 


Miſtake, and a rooting up the Wheat with them.----Az 
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Nneſs to ſet up a Tribunal or Inquiſition to ſearch their 
Hearts, and upon meer Jealoufier b Suſpicion; to Tea & 
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hurch Proceſs againſt them, and caft them off Chriſt 
rowns upon this in our Text, and elſewhere.--- There 
re ſo many Tares appearing at Times, even in GOD's 
own People, that the beſt of us are utterly inſufficient for 
his Work, and ſhall root up Tares and I beat together, 
f we pretend to go about it. We want net only a 
7mmiſſion, but fit <palfications for ſuch a. Service as 


/14 7. 
ung 

nd At 
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p Ter I am prrſiaded that this Doctrine of the infallible 
rays hel nowledge, the d exying of the uſe of Means to Sinners, as 
alfa. 1277» &c. are Tares ſow'd by the evil One at this Day, 
„, with $9 bring aBlemiſh on the Reformation, and to hardendin- 
ſincere ers in their Wickedneſs: But I verily believe if all 


hoſe who hold ſuch Principles ſhould be caſt aut of the 


3 hurch, the heat would be rooted up with the Tures: 
uiſhing f or tho theſe Doctrines are Tares, their Per/ons may be 
 Raſh4 heat ; theſe Errors not being Fundamental. But my 


ext does not ſpeak of Tares in this Senſe :-- And there- 
ore we may juſtly endeavour to root out ſuch, corrupt 
'rinciples, and not let them continue till the Harve/t, 


ity and 


th 
* 0 ve can preyent it; leſt they be Bitterneſs in the latter 
urch nd; leſt the Worts of ſuch Men be burnt up, and they 
d upon emſelves ſaved only ſo as by Fire, 1Cor. 3.15. Oh that 


is Sermon may be bleſt for that End! My Brethren, I 


WO eſecech you not to takeChriſt's Work out of hisHands ; 


„ o longer pretendto ſuch aSpiritef Di ſcerning; no more 
uld bel ttempt in this Manner to ſeperate the goodSeed; and bad'; 
Buer your Shoulders are too weak for the Zuſineſs, 
deſem. Ind you will, make wild Steerage in it, whatever you 
e, thai think; bu leave the Matter with Chriſt. If the 


aven of your ſpiritual, Pride was Lace purged out, we 

ould hear no more of purging the Church. inithis Sort 3 
t you would only ſy > do iti in a private 'bro-- 
h their ©!) Way, by Chriſtian . Admonition and Reproof, 
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fear to be Hypocrites,---This would do as much rei 
Service to the Cauſe ofChrift, as your preſent Principles 
ind Practices do Difſervice to it, tho” you ſet it not. . 
Hence ſee the Groundleſsneſs of ſeparating from al 
Church, meerly becauſe we have Reaſon to fear there 
are many Tares in it. 8 
There never will be a Church upon Earth, that will 
be entirely free from ſuchTares : Chrift hath told us the 
contrary. --- And ſhall we ſeparate from all Churches ?-- 
A Separation from Corruptions, and a Separation from 
thoſe that are corrupt, are two diſtin& Things; the one 
may be, where the other is not; the former is always H, 
a Duty, but not the latter.---As long as we keep our 
ſelves free from other Profeſſors Sins, *twill be no Pol- 
lution to us to communicate with them, if we cannot 
regularly get them caſt out.---They muſt bear their own 
Puniſhment whoever they be ; and we ſhall be free from 
their Blood, if we give them faithful Warning in a pri- 
vate Chriſtian Way.---God's Ordinances muſt not be 
forſaken,” becauſe Hypocrites come, and eat and drin 
their own Damnation. A Separation from a Church is 
always urjuſt, when we require that of the Church, 
which the Scripture doth not require. And is not 
this the Caſe with you, my Brethren ! Thoſe that {& 
parate had need look to their Spirits, left ſome Root of 
Bitterneſs be not at the Bottom. Uſually Lazineſi, ſays Dr 
Manton, is the Ground of Separation; Men are both to , 
diſcharge their Duty, to takePains, to conyince,exhott i. 
and warn their Fellow- Members; and therefore they 
run into ſeperate Aſſemblies, where all Things may ba 
carried on more eaſy. Oh examine your ſelves, whe 
ther it be not thus among you ?---'Tis ſtrange that any 
ſhould ſeparate from” One that is acknowleged to be} 
true Minifter of Chrift, and from many faithful Bre- 
thren, becauſe all the Church are not ſo pure "gy 
3 ER A” FA cou 


ould wiſh.---God own'd the Church of Corinth as a 
true Church, tho' they had many Scandals among them, 
2 Cor. 12. 21.) and is far from commanding the Faiths. 
Fil to ſeparate from that Church. Tis little for the 
Honour of Chriſt, that his Body is crumbled into ſmall 
Bits and Portions: - Tis likewiſe a great Hindrance 
and Diſadvantage to us: Apo/tacy begins in for /ahing the 
{emblies, Heb. 10. 23, 25. And it breeds needleſs 
Juarrels and Contentions, and takes Men's Minds off 
rom the beſt Things.---The Queſtion of Separation 
ieth much in the Dark; but Obligations to Love and 
Charity are clear and open : Now Charity beareth alt 
Things, endureth all Things, hopeth all Things, 1 Cor. 13.7. 
his ſhews at fleaſt, that we ſhould do much, endure 
uch, before we go off from the Communion of any 
hurch ; this true Charity will prompt us to.---- We 
Whould never make a Schi/m in a Church upon flight 
rounds : To ſeparate from Congregations, where the 


7 775 ord of Truth, and Goſpel of Salvation are clearly held 
ww F 3 orth, is unwarrantable.— The Donatiſis ſeparated from 
r ch e primitive Church under a Notion of ſetting up pure 


hurches ; but GOD frown*'d upon them in an awful 


Promiſe that Chriſt will gather out of his Church what- 
ever doth offend.---But you will ſay, has not Chriſt pro- 
miſed this, in I/. 52. 1. Joel 3, 17. Zech. 14. 21? 


hurch, Manner, and they crumbled and degenerated till they 
by "4a ame to Nothing.---If we want to beMembers of a pure, 
25 77 burch, we muſt go to Heaven; for there is none any 
4 2 dere elſe.---"Till the Day of Judgment, we have no 


o — 


%lanſwer, Such Texts are to be underſtood in a com- 
- =! 4t:ve Senſe, or they can't be reconciled with many. 

WW laces in the New-Teftament.---The Sum of what is 
ere promiſed is this; That the Church under theGoſpet 
ſpecially in the latter Days, ſhould be purer than that 
ebe Jau (which as Notions, un where ame 
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it may be ſcarce one in ten. Thouſand were true Believ- Th 
ers, and where allo many Strangers of other Nations vil 
join d themſelves to them, and were circumciſed out of ¶ hut 
politick ſelfiſh Views; ) they ſhould be much freer from IIn 2 
corrupt Mixtures ;than they :---But theſe Places can't % 
be underſtood in the moſt abſalute and unlimited Senſe ; 7 
becauſe Chriſt hath told us in our Text, that Tares and i 
Wheat fall be together till tbe Harveſt ; and in Mat. 25. (com 
that wiſe and Feoliſb Virgins ſhould be intermix'd, til Y 7 
his Comeg.---If we reject this Interpretation, we ſhall his 
make the Scriptures claſh and contradict. themſelves, ſly, 
which cannot be. But if we ſhould ſuppoſe from theſe out 
Texts, that the Church is to be am wholly pure in the [He 
glorious Milltanian Days; yet theScripture gives us no mak 
Ground to think, that it will be bro't about by purging pluc 
the Church in the Manner ſome plead;for,or by ſeparating Sd. 
from other Churches; but by the alm general Con- prop 
verſion of Jew and Gentile, of the Hypocrite and the Cong 
Profane, and bringing them into one Fold.---So that ther 
ſuch Texts taken in the largeſt Latitude, give not the Ithat 
leaft Warrant to the ſeparating Principles and Practices Mer 
that now prevail among you. - is. 
Therefore, my Brethren, take Heed to your ſelves, Igrea 
left Satan beguile you, and lead you out of the right I Chu 
Way.—Don't wreſt the Scriptures to make them ſpeak alle 
your Senſe, but ſtudy them impartially, and pray for the 52, 
Spirit that he may rightly unfold them to you. Beware I/ ,,; 
of /p:ritual Pride, the Mother of Contention and undue Rev. 
Scparation : — Watch againſt thoſe who make it their fully 
Work to draw away Diſciples after them —Have not Ino d 
Mens Perſons too much in Admiration, leſt you impli- Noff f 
citly receive all they ſay as Goſpel, without due Exami- priva 
nation, and deſpiſe others that are better than they, as Hand 
theſuriutbianChriſtians did. Labour in the Strength of ing ( 
Chriſt for daily Progreſs in the Work of Mertin Fe, 
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The lefs carnal we are, the leſs Contention & Dividing; 
will be among us, 1 Cor. 3. 3. Scpararion is uſually, 
but very abſurdly, accounted an high grownChriflian'?-— 
In a Word, Follow Peace and _— , without which: 
no Man hall ſee the Lord. | 

The ſeventh and laſt OBSERVATION. i is, Bur a 
Time of Separation between the Tares and Wheat will 
come, in the great Harveſi- Day, at the End of the World. 

The Lord hath two Ways of cleanſing his Church in 
this World. —He doth it partly by the Preaching of the- 
Word, which is the Lord's Inſtrument. for rooting 
out Hypocrites, i. e. by making them true Chriſtians. 
He doth it alſo by the ſurprizingDiſcovery he ſometimes 
makes of ſecret Villany before all Men. GOD often 
plucks off the Vizard 23 falſe Teachers and 
Seducers eſpecially; and they appear to others in their 
proper Hue.--Their Wickedneſs is ſhewed before the whole 
Congregation, Prov. 26. 26. The Lord diſcovers it ei- 
ther by ſome trying Judgment, or ſcandalous Fall.- --So0. 
that the Church are obliged to caſt them forth as rotten 
Members, and to cut them off as dead Branches, Joh. 
15, 2. verily believe, ſays a pious Divine, That one 
great Deſign of all GOD's Providences towards his 
Church, is to diſcover the Rotrenneſs and Hypocriſy of 
alſe Friends of, .Chriſt.**--- All the Churches fhall know, 
that J am He which ſcarcheth the Reins and Hearts ; and 
] will give unis every one of you according io your Yorks, 
due Rev. 2. 23. But after all, the Church will never be 
heir N fully cleanſed, till the great Day: Some Hypocrites 
not Eno doubt, continue undiſcover'd till the laft ; my go 
pli- off fairly to our Apprehenſions, and get to Hell b — 
mi- private Way: The Day will 3 many Miſta 
and wrong Gueſſes, that were made by the moſt diſaern- 
h of ing Chriſtians.- But then, Chriſt will come w ch his 
8: "A and n purge his Floor, Mat, 3. 12. He will 
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perfectly ſever the Tares from the M beat, the Goats from 
the Sheeh :---He will make ſuch a Diviſion, as was ne- 
ver yet made in the World.---The Tares ſhall be bound inſact 
Bundles by the Reapers, the holy Angels, and be burnt in 
unguenchable Flames; but the Meat ſhall be gather*d into 
Chriſt's Barn, into Heaven :---There ſhall be a perpe- 
tual Separation between them.---O miſerable Tares yo 
What a Loſs will befall you ?---Now you live with thefprc 
beat, and you over-top them, trouble them, vex themſſor 
with your Society; but hereafter you muſt ſhake Hands G 
forever, and go away into everla/iing] Burnings.---See this O. 
more fully expreſs*dgin v. 41, 42, 43. of the Context. G. 
1. Hence let us examine our ſelves, whether we areſlif: 
Tares or Wheat. 44) =D 
Is it a Truth, that Hypocrztes infeſt the pureſtChurch ? 
Hence let us all ſtrictly enquire, whether we are of that 
Number or not.---When Chrift warn'd the Aps/Hes o 
a Hypocrite among them, every one of them cry*d out, 
Lord,is it 1! Lord is it 1 !---Let us go and do likewiſe. 
My Brethren, how ſtands the Caſe with you? Are 
u truly united to Chriſt ? Have you been beaten of 
by anAlmightyPower from all Confidence in yourSelves, 
and your own Works; and been bro't to acquieſce in, 
to be well pleaſed with, and to venture yourSouls upon, 
GOD's Plan of Salvation thro* Jeu Chrift ?---Has 
Chriſt the Supremacy in your Souls? Do you love and 
ſeek him for himſelf? Do you take up your eternal Ref 
in him, and in him alone? Is your Treaſure in Heaven, 
and your Hearts there 7 Do you really hate all Sin, 
ſecret as well as open ? Are you willing to part wit 
every Luſt, without Exception; and to comply with 
every Duty the Lord hath enjoin'd ?---Do you mak 
Conſcience of ſecret Duties, as well as of thoſ#that are 
open; and can't you content your ſelves without 78 
| fu Communzen with GOD in Duty? -And do you 
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from {engage in the Service of GOD with Com 
as ne- Delight, or is it a Taſk and Burden to yau D 
act from Chrift as your Principle, and to Chriſt aa your 
nd ? Is he the Alpha and Omega in all you doi; or is it 
'd into Self. that you are ſeeking ?---Do you live as under the 
Eye of GOD,and ſetHim always before you 1 And are 
you willing to come to theLight, & to have yourDgeds 
th the proved thereby ?---Do you make Religion your main, 
 themfjor only a by-Bu/ine/s I De you walk humbly witb 
Hands GOD, being poor in Spirit; and lowly in-yourownEyes? 
e this Or are you puffed up with. Sei: Concert Do you bleſs 
text. G00 for the Grace imparted to others; and rejoyce 
ve areſſ if any Deſign for. Chriſt be carry?d on by other Hands, 
tho' your Honour be eclipſed thereby; or at leaſt, tho 
you have no Share in the Credit of it? And is it as a 
Dagger to your Heart to ſee the Intereſt of Chriſt lan- 
guiſhing and declining in the World ?---And do you 
chearfully take up your Croſt, and follow Chriſt, in Suf- 
fering, as well as in Doing ?. Had you rather endure 
the greateſt Sufferings, than fall into the h Bin? 
My Hearers, Theſe ate trying Queſtions; and can 
you ſtand the Teſt ? Can you ſay, It is thus with'you?-- 
Oh deceive not your ſelves, but ſearch and ſes: Eve 
Grace has it's Counterfeit, as you have heard; therefore 
bring your ſelves to the Touch/lone;and try thore ly whit 
Metal you are of.---Thou eanſt not indeed diſcern the 
Difference many Times between common and ſpecial 
Grace in another ; but thou mayſt in thy ef: And 
wilt thou not make Enquiry'?---Within a little while 
GOD will bring you to his Bar, and then all 7, C—-— 
verings will fail you :--Is it not therefore better to know 
the worſt of your ſelves here? Ther it will be too late; 
but noa Remedy is to be had;---Oh let nothing ſhort 
of a Judgment of Certaintyjcontent you, with Reſpect to 
the good Eſtate of your precious and . 
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. And laſtly, Hence let thoſe that find themſclves$2*Y 
| Tares; be reſtleſs till God change them into beat. End 
Oh poor Self-Deluders ! How long will you love Va- ho 
nity, and follow after Lies ?---How long will you cover 
with a Covering, that is not of GOD's Spirit ? Whea ©” e 
will you ceaſe to feed upon Huſks ?.-- Alas I thor are | 
weighed in the Ballances, and art found wanting: The off 

Characters of Death are upon thySoul ; thou art wretch- 0 A 
ed, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naxed: And M 
continuing ſo, Chriſt will certainly diſown you; He will -p 
proteſt to you in the great Day, Yerily 1 know you net "$1 
Mat. 7. 23. Not a Tare of you ſhall cſcape the Fire; 
you ſhall be bound Hand and Foot, and burnt in HellſÞ!<fl 
foreyer.---And therefore knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord, will you not be perſwaded? Will you not, as" 
Chriſt adviſes ſome Hypocrites of old, uy of bim Gold tri 


in the Fire that you may be rich, — while R. that 1 
you may be cleathed, &c? Rev. 3-1 T hall 
My Brethren, Pleaſe not your — with a meer out · r 
ward empty Profeſſion of Godlineſs, with your ſtanding” 
among the Trees of Chriſt in bis Orchard, or meeriy 
with the having a Name to live; but ſee that you be in C 
Reality what you profeſs your ſelves to be: For ſurehy h 
no Man ſhall ever get to Heaven in a Diſguiſe ; and if 4 
you go to Hell in it, what Good will it do you there ?- oct 
Lou give your Names to Chriſt, and why will you noir 
give him your Hearts too? You profeſs that you believe, hei 
and why don't you believe with all the Heart? You * 


profeſs that you repent, and will you not repent with zh: 
zuhole Heart? Oh make ſure of new Hearts, and of tu 
Hearts, and of Souls renew'd with a real Principle of 
Religion. Quit your ſandy Foundation, and build upon 
a Rock :---No longer make a Chri/t of the Man; but 
look beyond — to the Author and Finiſher of F aith: elt 
Hear the Voice of the den of GOD, that your Souls 
18. may 
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ſelves$nay live: Babel be yet fands at the Door and In,, 
f. Und will you not open to him without Delay? Neu. 3. 20. 
e Va. NThoꝰ you are hocrites now, you may be Chriftians be- 
coveiſlore you go hence; tho? you be at preſent among the 
N heafff 2745, you may be changed into Fheat even now while 
on arif earing the Word, if you will but comply with the 
' ThefſGoſpel Offer, and accept of the Grace that is tender'd 
etch · you- 5 
And May GOD Almighty enable you hereto, and by his 
e wil!-powerful Arm ſnatch you as Brands out of theBurn- 
; net, $022 and circumciſe your Hearts to love and ſerve him, 
Hire; Ind give you Truth in the inward Parts.— May the 


Hell leſſed Jeſus root up your Feeds, and plant in you his 
f the races, that like good Corn you may be fruitful here; 
t, and when the Harveſt comes, you may be gather d into 
try Pis Barn, and remain in his Kingdom. 


Thus having diſpatchꝰd the OBSERVATIONS ; I 
hall conclude e theSubje& with a Caution to all in general, 
ot to be prejudiced againſt the Work of GOD, becauſe 
ame few comparatively of the Promoters of it have embibed 
be Errors now diſproved. 
Chrift may own them as his dear Servants for all that; 
23 he does in our Text; and dare you condemn them ; 
Hypecrites and Self-Deceivers meerly for this, and re= | '* 
ot GOD"s wonderful Works that He has been doing 2 
mong us, upon this Account ? If they fall and break - 
heir Bones, yet don't you ſtumble over them and break 
our Necks.---God's People know but in Part here ; 
heir Illuminatiom is imperfect in this Life ; and GOD Ek 
ay ſuffer them to embrace ſome /eſſer. Errors for the = 
ardning of Sinners: And will you make that fatal Uſe Bl 
f it ?---GOD allows us to diſtinguiſh between theCheff 
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jr nd the Meat; but let us not reject all in the Lamp, 
ith: Neſt GOD be 81 and Stocar in his Mratb ( as he did 
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| covepthing the Corthridr# of He ud of old Þ 
tlas ic hall nooer enter into bir Refs. ace 1211 1 OY 554! 
+ May theLord by his blefſedSpirit preſerve 66M fon 
Prem and Stumblings, and lead” and gude us nl 
aff Truth, and direct us in the Way epemdteg, we 
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